I.  Identifications –For each of the terms, identify the term and explain its significance for the study of the presidency.  Why would someone studying the presidency need to be familiar with this term?

Presidential Transition (Kumar)


Executive Office of the President (EOP)
Ideological and Partisan Polarization


Unilateral Powers (Howell)
Power to Persuade (Neustadt)


Going Native
Veto Bargaining (Cameron)



The Institutional Presidency (Burke)
II.  Descriptive Short Answer Questions – 

1. According to David Yalof, presidents are selecting federal judges as Supreme Court nominees.  Provide at least 3 reasons this is happening?
2. According to David Lewis and Terry Moe, what are some specific ways presidents have become more successful in recent years in controlling the bureaucracy?
3. According to Matthew Dickinson, why are contemporary presidents struggling to enact their legislative agendas?
III.  Essay - (50 points) In answering the question, be sure to construct a coherent thesis and use readings and class discussions as evidence to support your argument.

1. We don’t know who the next president will be so we don’t know anything about their background and experience, their personality, their personal history, their temperament and skillset, and we also don’t know what particular challenges they will face.  But what, if anything, do we know about the next presidency based on what we’ve been able to discover about the presidency as an institution in this course?  Is there anything generalizable that we can say about contemporary presidents and about the next presidency?  In addressing this question, be sure to address the presidential selection process, the president’s relationship with mediating institutions like the media and political parties, and the president’s relationship with other formal political institutions – the Congress, the courts, and the bureaucracy.
2. Some view the modern presidency as overly powerful while others view it as overly feeble.  Compare the president’s power to make public policy (both foreign and domestic) with the Congress.  What are the formal and informal advantages and disadvantages of each of these institutions in their struggle for control?  Be sure to consider the arguments offered by at least five of the following writers (Madison, Hamilton, Cato, Tulis, Skowronek, Neustadt, Kernell, Miroff, Cameron, and Yalof) among others in your discussion.
